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adorned with olive groves and blooming orange trees, finally
reaching the valley of Tiguisats. In the immediate vicinity of
the mouth of the river of the same name, the troops camped.
There the Legion remained four days, at the end of which
it returned to Uad Lau.
Soon after, on the 3<Dth of April, the First Banner was
incorporated with the column of Castro Girona, which was
to open up the communication of Xauen with the sea-coast,
and establish a definitive line or military frontier, forming
communication between the Atlantic and the Mediter-
ranean, which by route of Larache-Alcazar-Lucus-Xauen-
Uad Lau would be a regular highway around the great bulk
of Xebala, thus isolating Nuhaxen and Yebel-Alam, the
eagle's nest of its crests and the refuge of Edrisi's fanaticism.
The route took them through a chaos of mountains,
through defiles, along yawning chasms and dizzy paths
from which the mules slipped headlong with a clatter. An
asphyxiating heat made progress all the more painful. Block-
houses were left scattered at points all along the road.
The troops stopped at every brook to quench their thirst,
which was devouring them with the fieriness of fever. They
halted at Tagsut. The next day, early in the morning, they
pressed on towards the mountains of Kalaa, and in the after-
noon, illuminated with the glow of twilight, the longed-for
vision of Xauen arose, with its haughty fortress, red-tiled
roofs, and exuberant foliage, Xauen, which but a few months
before the Spanish forces had incorporated into civilization,
arousing it from its age-old lethargy.
In the holy city the three Banners joined together for the
first time. The London Times ^ referring to these operations,
said: "After a painful march through a difficult terrain, the
Spanish columns have established communication between
Xauen, the sacred city occupied last autumn, and the Medi-
terranean. The success of the operations, in which the newly